CHAPTER  V
DRY MILLS AND  WAREHOUSES
HAVING in the preceding chapter discussed at consider-
able length the various methods of calcining the raw
material, the next step is to describe the various means
of reducing the calcined mass to a fine powder, so as to
enable it to readily combine with water. This is one of
the most important parts of the manufacture, as it has been
proved that the cementitious value of the particle is in strict
ratio inversely proportional to its diameter, i.e. the smaller
its diameter, the greater its comparative value; apart from
this fact, it is very evident that the finer the sample is
ground, the greater is its covering power, and therefore the
more valuable does it become as a constructive material.
The first step is to remove the clinker from the kiln and
convey it to the grinding mills. Referring first to the
vertical type of kiln, whether of the intermittent or con-
tinuous type, the clinker emanating therefrom is mostly in
large lumps, frequently of a foot or more in diameter
downwards, accompanied by more or less fine material,
and therefore the drawing has to be effected by manual
labour, the mass being detached and wheeled in barrows to
the crushers; where, as sometimes happens, the clinker has
to be conveyed some little distance, it will be found
economical to use Decauville wagons or one of the other
well-known systems of light or portable tramways.
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